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The Performative Nature of Speech and its Implications in Poetic Expression: A
Pragmatic Approach to Lamiat Abu al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi in the eulogy of Sayf al-
Dawlah al-Hamdan1’s Mother
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Abstract
Pragmatics is fundamentally based on studying language in its use and application within the
context of communication. It relies on several key concepts, including speech acts, which
originated with Austin's studies and were later developed by his student Searle, who gave them
their final, standardized form. Speech acts have become a central core in pragmatic studies, as
they encompass actions that play a vital role in the exchange of ideas and information among
individuals.This article aims to address several questions related to "speech acts" and the
actions they encompass in poetic discourse. The analysis draws upon Al-Mutanabbi's elegy,
Lamiyyat al-Hija’, composed in mourning for the mother of Sayf al-Dawla. Examining this
poem from the perspective of "speech acts" requires identifying a range of performative acts
within the poem, including declarative acts, expressive acts, acts of lamentation, acts of praise,
and acts of condolence.
Keywords: Discourse, speech act, poetic, pragmatic approach, Umayyad Abu al-Tayyib al-
Mutanabbi
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