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A Historical Glimpse of Some Epidemics in Algeria During the French Occupation:
Painful Truths and Numerous Challenges
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Abstract

During the French colonial period, profound changes at all levels led to political, military, and social upheavals. These
transformations included the collapse of the Dey Hussein regime in 1830 and the outbreak of popular Algerian resistance
following the Congress of Tamenfoust , on July 23, 1830. This study aims to explore, albeit briefly, the various epidemics that
struck Algeria during this period, examining the social and health consequences of the French occupation, with particular
emphasis on the devastating impact of infectious diseases on the Algerian population. Drawing on a wide range of sources and
references, the study reveals that Algeria was fertile ground for epidemics due to a number of aggravating factors. Paradoxically,
colonialism—uwhile priding itself on defending human rights and the values of civilization—did not hesitate to commit war
crimes against an unarmed people in the pursuit of medical and scientific research. These atrocities included the 1832 medical
experiment on the chief of the Aoufia tribe and the 1960 nuclear tests.
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