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Abstract

This research aims to reveal the determinants of one of the ancient critical terms, namely “critical
responses.” It also seeks to explore its relationship with Maghreb heritage in general and Andalusian
heritage in particular through the Andalusian scholar Abu Al-Mutarif Ibn Amira. Some researchers agree
that he was the actual founder of the rationalist school in Maghreb literary criticism. In his book Al-
Tanbihat (The Alerts), he responded to Ibn al-Zamlakani, relying on the principles of Greek philosophy,
its logic, and their summaries as presented by Muslim philosophers, and attempting to apply them to
critical and rhetorical issues. This influence was linked to literary and vital achievements within a
framework of openness—albeit with restrictions—to the culture of the Other. This openness later
manifested in the diversification and complexity of the issues of the critical phenomenon at the level of
concepts and propositions, which may have led to the development of a new method for approaching the
literary text.
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