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Abstract
This study explores the critical issues of natural talent (taab“) and craftsmanship (san‘a) in classical Arabic
literary criticism, as foundational concepts that shape perceptions of poetic creativity and excellence. It seeks
to establish a conceptual and historical grounding of these terms, tracing their semantic evolution and
contextual usage in the works of prominent Arab critics such as al-Jahiz, Ibn Qutayba, al-Amidi, and Ibn
Rashiq. The research employs an analytical-historical method, with a comparative approach when necessary,
to investigate how critics perceived tab“ as innate genius versus san‘a as deliberate artistic effort. The central
problem lies in examining how critics balanced these two poles and whether they favored one over the other
in evaluating poets and their works. The study concludes that classical Arabic criticism often privileged
natural talent over artifice, viewing it as a sign of authenticity and poetic brilliance, while not dismissing the
importance of technical refinement. The research includes an analysis of critical and poetic texts that embody

this dichotomy.
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